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TING KUANG-HSUN 

Ting Kuang-hsun, who is president of Nanking Union Theological Seminary, has an article 
in the July China Monthly Review, reporting on the new Seminary, There is nothing in the re- 
port proper which differs from our previous news items on the subject, but he closes with a state- 
ment about the church and an appeal to western churches which are of interest, 


**The deliberately spread rumor that the Christian church in China is not free and is being 
persecuted is absolutely groundless, In the spring of 1948, many church as well as secular publi- 
cations in the West reported on the sensational ‘*‘crucifixion’* of the Reverend Ernest A.T. Tsang, 
a Baptist professor of the New Testament then teaching in Shantung, at the hands of the Chinese 
Communists in that province, 


‘Despite all the sympathy and worry aroused by this report stating that the **martyr’’ had 
suffered for three days and three nights on a wooden cross before he died, the fact is that the 
everend Tsang is quite alive today and is teaching three courses in the New Testament right 
here at our Nanking Seminary, 


‘**The church is free in China, We have not been asked to change one iota of the historic 
Christian faith which is as precious to us Christians in China as it is to Christians the world over, 
Sunday services in our churches are well attended and the spiritua! level of our members is nigh, 
It is only within a church that is living and free that such a seminary as ours can become a possi- 
bility and a necessity. 


**Many young Christian men and women are considering the ministry and church work as a 
way for them to serve God and the people. Today, Christian ministers are working within an 
environment of moral health and vigor, They can carry on their moral and spiritual tasks with 
conscience at peace because, today, they have the freedom to come all out for peace, democ~- 
racy, liberty, human dignity and all those things which the Christian faith demands of a human 


community, 


**In the past, ministers with a real sense of calling were bound to feel conscience-stricken 
since they were forced to refrain from expressing an opinion on all **touchy issues,”* It was a 
risk even to show any sympathy for the peace movement, although they knew it was peace the 
world needed, 

**But today we have no inhibitions about speaking our minds as Christians, In new China, 
religious freedom is much more than government toleration of religion. It also includes the free- 
dom of the Christian conscience. And this makes it a real joy to be a minister of the gospel, 


**The church in China has a unique role to play at this new beginning of our country. It 
will carry out this role not only through its worship and its work of love but also by dedicating it- 
self to the cause of world peace, The church in China today feels impelled from within to call 
its sister churches abroad to consider seriously their attitude as regards the cause of world peace, 
Peace cannot be separated from the core of that Faith which the church professes. *’ 


Issued about 20 times a year to keep mission boards and missionaries informed on Christian work 


in China, Annual Rates: Domestic $2.00; Overseas first class $3.00; Airmail $5.00 in fifteen 
& ee zone, $7.00 in twenty-five cent zone, Please send payments as due, 
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SHANGHAI LETTER 3 


A letter from Shanghai dated May 20 has some interesting items of information, Foreigners 
in business there were kept busy during the spring months filling out forms connected with income 
tax, the Foreign Office, the Department of Commerce, residence certificates, etc, 


Churches in Shanghai are of course very ‘‘shy about taking money from foreigners,*’ but it 
had been possible recently to transfer to a Chinese church the bank balance of a missionary who 
had left China, 

The Cathedral is still used for church services, but is now in the hands of the Chinese church, 
presumably the Sheng Kung Hui, though this is not definitely stated, Probably the Three Self 
Reform Committee would have something to say about how the property is used, The Britishers 
were able to use it for a Service of Intercession for the queen at the time of her coronation, 


The only English services in Shanghai now are those carried on by the **Endeavourers,’* They 
have a Sunday morning service in their Bubbling Well chapel, led by different persons in turn, 
There is no foreign clergyman left in Shanghai, nor any missionary, 

The witness of Christians in Shanghai remains strong, Many Christians are having meetings 


in their homes for gospel preaching or Bible study, and get audiences of 40 to 80 people. At 
Chinese New Year there were special gospel meetings all over the city with good results, Along 


the same line Powell reports in the July Farewell Issue of the China Monthly Review that the 
attendance at the Community Church averages over 200 every Sunday, The Christian Book Room 


is doing twice as much business as it was doing a year ago. 
McTyeire and St, Mary's are merged as the Third Government Middle School on the Mc- 
Tyeire campus, with the St, Mary's campus being used for a technical school. 


The writer states that much has been done for public health, and the city is much cleaner 
than it used to be, - streets washed down, and houses and shops inspected, 


THE JULY IRM 
There are several articles of interest to ex-China missionaries in the July number of the 3 


International Review of Missions, $,H. Dixon, formerly with the British Methodist Church in 
China, and now a Secretary of the Conference of Missionary Societies in Great Britain and Ire- 
land, writes on ‘*The Experience of Christian Missions in China,’’ He does not think it is fair to 
charge that such mistakes in missions practice as have been pointed out by ‘*Barnabas,** David 
Paton, etc,, are responsible for the Communist victory in China, ‘*There are reasons for be- 
lieving that much the same course of events would have followed if missionaries had in fact 
practicedsimpler living, more complete devolution, closer adaptation to Chinese life and thought 
and a more robust policy in social problems, ’’ 


G, Francis S, Gray, formerly with the CMS in Nanking and Wuchang, is now a Fellow of St. 
Augustine’s College, Canterbury. He writes an historical article on ‘‘The Spread of Christianity 
in Asia,’’ to show that escept for the past 150 years Asia’s contacts with the gospel have been 
indigenous, and not a foreign importation, ‘‘Christianity on any showing is less purely western 
than is Marxist Communism; and what matters really is the truth or falsehood, rather than the 


origin, of a belief.’’ 


Serge Bolshakoff, in his article on **Orthodox Missions Today,*’ has a section about China, 
In 1685 the Orthodox Church sent out chaplains for the Siberian Cossacks who formed a squadron > 
in the Chinese Imperial Guards, This mission down through the years has ministered chiefly to 
Russian traders and emigres, but since the Communist victory its Chinese membership has been 
growing rapidly, ‘*Large numbers of Chinese Christians, deprived of their missionaries and 
clergy, continually drift now into the Orthodox Church, which, it is reported, has 200,000 
Chinese adherents distributed in 150 parishes,*’ 


FORMOSA COMMUTER 


Dr. W.P. Fenn has made an interesting report of his six weeks’ trip to the Far East earlier 
this summer, A number of important questions for the United Board were settled during that trip, 


especially those connected with the new college for Formosa. g ( 


| 


3 < The site for the campus was finally established at Taichung, near the village of Hsitun, A 
good preparatory committee was set up, with representatives of the Formosan church, the mis- 
* sionary group, and with members-at-large including such personages as Dr, Han Lih-wu, one 
™ time Minister of Education and Director of the British Boxer Indemnity Association, Dr. Graham 


was introduced as representative of the United Board to assist in the organization plans, 


Chung Chi College in Hong Kong can almost be said to be ‘‘riding the crest of a wave of 
popularity.*’ The Government has become favorable to its work, and has given it formal regis 
tration, Problems for the United Board are; What to do about degrees for Chung Chi graduates; 
*h, what to do with the local committee's ambitious plan for a half million U.S. dollar campus in 
the New Territories, about 20 minutes from the Kowloon Station, Most of this capital outlay 
would have to come from the United Board; Dr, Fenn, in striking a note of caution, contrasts 
Hong Kong’s lack of concern about the future with the fears that exist elsewhere, 


Dr. Fenn also visited Japan, Korea, Singapore and Indonesia, There is great need for a 
Christian University in Indonesia, but the proposed location in Kjakarta is not entirely adequate, 
and Dr, Fenn feels that such preliminary questions should be taken care of before the United 
Board makes any extensive commitments, 


THE REFORMATION TRANSLATION FELLOWSHIP 


, A group of conservative Calvinistic Christians has organized The Reformation Translation 
Fellowship, which is described as A Fellowship for the Translation and Publication of Chinese 
Christian Literature, J.G,. Vos is the American representative, Samuel E, Boyle and Charles H. 
Chao minister to Chinese Christians in Kobe and sell Chinese literature there, and the publi- 
cation work is done by Haisan Young, agent in Hong Kong. Paul Szto and Isaac Jen, both in the 
USA, do translation work for the Fellowship, During the past two years Boettner’s The Reformed 
Doctrine of Predestination has been published in two volumes, and their report states that 312 
copies of Vol, I have been sent to the mainland, The Christian Church Manifesto, an anti- 
Communist pamphlet, has not been sent to the mainland, naturally, but 812 copies have been 
circulated elsewhere, Other volumes ready for publication include Van Til’s Introduction to 
Dp Cjucoat Theology (first part), Berkhof’s Vicarious Atonement Through Christ, and Allis’ 
“Prophecy and the Church, The Fellowship’s chief American church contacts seem to be with the 
Christian Reformed Church and the Orthodox Presbyterian Church, 


CHINESE THOUGHT 


H,.G, Creel’s new book, Chinese Thought from Confucius to Mao Tse-tung (Univ. of Chicago 
Press, $5.00) is an important contribution to scholarship, The main part of the book, on the 
classical philosophical systems of China, does not present much that is new, but it is very well 


pt organized and written, and is perhaps the best introduction to Chinese thought now available in 
English, 
. Only one 23-page chapter is given to The Influence of the West, dealing with the last 100 or 


150 years, and including Communist thought. He thinks that many elements of China’s tradition 
which have been labeled feudal and reactionary will gradually find their way back into good 
standing. One evidence of this is that Kuo Mo-jo, in a book written in 1945, depicted Confucius 
not only as a champion of the rights of the common people but also as a fomenter of armed 
rebellion, 


A good bibliography gives suggestions for further reading. 


MISSIONARY NEWS 


Joseph J. Gatz and John B, Palm, American Jesuits, arrived in Hong Kong from Shanghai on 
July 26, and confirm the account of the seizure of Catholic missionaries in Shanghai on June 15, 
Several, including three Americans, Joseph McCarthy, Thomas Leonard Philips, and Joseph 
Patrick McCormick, have been sentenced to prison terms, and the rest have been deported or 
placed under house arrest. Among sixty or more Catholic missionaries who arrived in Hong Kong 
in July were Bishop Edgar Hering of Peking, Monseigneurs Jerome Haberstroh of Sining, Tsinghai, 
Ignacio Zarranaga of P’ingliang, Kansu, and Philip Cote of Suchow, Ku. Haberstroh reported 

} that there are still two German priests left in Sining. 


0 G.H, McNeur, pioneer Presbyterian missionary from New Zealand, died recently, He went 


